Communion

é The Second Sunday of Epiphany
sreotolen  Sunday 18 January 2026
Stand for
Hymn

Bright the vision that delighted
once the sight of Judah's seer;
sweet the countless tongues united
to entrance the prophet's ear.

Round the Lord in glory seated
cherubim and seraphim

filled his temple, and repeated
each to each the alternate hymn:

'Lord, thy glory fills the heaven;
earth is with its fulness stored;
unto thee be glory given,

holy, holy, holy, Lord.’

Heaven is still with glory ringing,
earth takes up the angels' cry,
'Holy, holy, holy,' singing,

'Lord of hosts, the Lord most high.'

With his seraph train before him,
with his holy Church below,

thus unite we to adore him,

bid we thus our anthem flow:

'Lord, thy glory fills the heaven;
earth is with its fulness stored;
unto thee be glory given,

holy, holy, holy, Lord.’



Remain standing

Greeting

In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The Lord be with you
and also with you.

The president welcomes the people and introduces the celebration.

Sunday School Procession

Go to pray and learn and play.
Thanks be to God.

The Children process out to Sunday School.

Prayers of Penitence

The deacon invites us to reflect and confess our sins using these words

The grace of God has dawned upon the world

through our Saviour Jesus Christ,

who sacrificed himself for us to purify a people as his own.
Let us confess our sins.

Silence is kept

God be gracious to us and bless us,
and make your face shine upon us:
Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

May your ways be known on the earth,
your saving power among the nations:
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Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.

You, Lord, have made known your salvation,

and reveal your justice in the sight of the nations:
Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

May the God of all healing and forgiveness

draw you to himself and cleanse you from all your sins,
that you may behold the glory of his Son,

the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Stand

Gloria in excelsis

Glory to God, Glory to God,
Glory to God in the highest.

Glory to God in the highest,

and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,

almighty God and Father,

we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Glory to God, Glory to God,
Glory to God in the highest.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world:

have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

Glory to God, Glory to God,
Glory to God in the highest.



For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father.

Glory to God, Glory to God,
Glory to God in the highest.

Remain standing

The Collect

Almighty God,

in Christ you make all things new:

transform the poverty of our nature by the riches of your grace,
and in the renewal of our lives

make known your heavenly glory;

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Amen.

Sit
Old Testament Reading (Isaiah 49.1-7)

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

Listen to me, O coastlands,
pay attention, you peoples from far away!
The LORD called me before | was born,
while | was in my mother’s womb he named me.
He made my mouth like a sharp sword,
in the shadow of his hand he hid me;
he made me a polished arrow,
in his quiver he hid me away.



And he said to me, ‘You are my servant,

Israel, in whom | will be glorified.’
But | said, ‘| have laboured in vain,

| have spent my strength for nothing and vanity;
yet surely my cause is with the LORD,

and my reward with my God.’

And now the LORD says,
who formed me in the womb to be his servant,
to bring Jacob back to him,
and that Israel might be gathered to him,
for | am honoured in the sight of the LORD,
and my God has become my strength—
he says,
‘It is too light a thing that you should be my servant
to raise up the tribes of Jacob
and to restore the survivors of Israel;
| will give you as a light to the nations,
that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.’

Thus says the LORD,
the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One,
to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nations,
the slave of rulers,
‘Kings shall see and stand up,
princes, and they shall prostrate themselves,
because of the LORD, who is faithful,
the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.’

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Responsorial Psalm (Psalm 40.1-12)
REFRAIN (2x)
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Composed by Sarah MacDonald

Great are the wonders you have done, O Lord my God.

[. | waited patiently for the Lord; :
he inclined to me and heard my cry.
2. He brought me out of the roaring pit,
out of the mire and clay; :
he set my feet upon a rock and made my footing sure.

R. Great are the wonders you have done, O Lord my God.

3. He has put a new song in my mouth,
a song of praise to our God; :
many shall see and fear
and put their trust in the Lord.
4.  Blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord, :
who does not turn to the proud that follow a lie.

R. Great are the wonders you have done, O Lord my God.

Great are the wonders you have done, O Lord my God. How great
your designs for us! :
There is none that can be compared with you.
6. If I were to proclaim them and tell of them :
they would be more than | am able to express.

R. Great are the wonders you have done, O Lord my God.

Sacrifice and offering you do not desire :
but my ears you have opened;

8.  Burnt offering and sacrifice for sin you have not required; :
then said |: ‘Lo, | come.
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9. ‘In the scroll of the book it is written of me
that | should do your will, O my God; :
| delight to do it: your law is within my heart.’
[0. 1 have declared your righteousness in the great congregation; :
behold, | did not restrain my lips,
and that, O Lord, you know.

R. Great are the wonders you have done, O Lord my God.

I'l. Your righteousness | have not hidden in my heart;
| have spoken of your faithfulness and your salvation; :
| have not concealed your loving-kindness and truth
from the great congregation.

[2. Do not withhold your compassion from me, O Lord; :
let your love and your faithfulness always preserve me.

R. Great are the wonders you have done, O Lord my God.

New Testament Reading (I Corinthians 1.1-9)

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians.

From Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and
our brother Sosthenes, to the church of God that is in Corinth, to those
who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, together with all
those who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both
their Lord and ours:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

| give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that
has been given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been
enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind— just as the
testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you— so that you are
not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord
Jesus Christ.
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He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on
the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him you were called
into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Hymn

Dear Lord and Father of mankind,
forgive our foolish ways!
Re-clothe us in our rightful mind,
in purer lives thy service find,

in deeper reverence praise.

In simple trust like theirs who heard,
beside the Syrian sea,

the gracious calling of the Lord,

let us, like them, without a word
rise up and follow thee.

O Sabbath rest by Galilee!

O calm of hills above,

where Jesus knelt to share with thee
the silence of eternity,

interpreted by love!

Drop thy still dews of quietness,

till all our strivings cease;

take from our souls the strain and stress,
and let our ordered lives confess

the beauty of thy peace.

Breathe through the heats of our desire

thy coolness and thy balm;

let sense be dumb, let flesh retire;

speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire,
O still, small voice of calm!

Remain standing



Gospel Reading (John 1.29-42)

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

John the Baptist saw Jesus coming towards him and declared, ‘Here is the
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! This is he of whom |
said, “After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he was
before me.” | myself did not know him; but | came baptizing with water
for this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.” And John testified, ‘I
saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on
him. | myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with
water said to me, “He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is
the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.” And | myself have seen and
have testified that this is the Son of God.’

The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, and as he
watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, ‘Look, here is the Lamb of God!
The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. When Jesus
turned and saw them following, he said to them, ‘What are you looking
for?” They said to him, ‘Rabbi’ (which translated means Teacher), ‘where
are you staying?’ He said to them, ‘Come and see.” They came and saw
where he was staying, and they remained with him that day. It was about
four o’clock in the afternoon. One of the two who heard John speak and
followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. He first found his
brother Simon and said to him, ‘We have found the Messiah’ (which is
translated Anointed). He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and
said, “You are Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas’ (which is
translated Peter).

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sit
Sermon

After which silence is kept for reflection.

Stand



The Creed

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit
and the Virgin Mary

and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory

to judge the living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son

is worshipped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic

and apostolic Church.
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We acknowledge one baptism

for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.

Amen.

Kneel or sit

Prayers of Intercession

These or other responses are used

Lord, in your mercy (or) Lord, hear us.
hear our prayer. Lord, graciously hear us.
And at the end

Merciful Father,

accept these prayers

for the sake of your Son,

our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

Stand
THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT
The Peace

Christ is our peace.
If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation.
The old has passed away: behold, everything has become new.

The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.

The deacon says
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

All may exchange a sign of peace.

Remain standing; a Collection will be taken during the singing of the hymn.
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Hymn

Alleluia, sing to Jesus!

His the sceptre, his the throne;
Alleluia, his the triumph,

his the victory alone:

hark, the songs of peaceful Sion
thunder like a mighty flood;
Jesus out of every nation

hath redeemed us by his blood.

Alleluia, not as orphans

are we left in sorrow now;

alleluia, he is near us,

faith believes, nor questions how:

tough the cloud from sight received him
when the forty days were o'er,

shall our hearts forget his promise,

‘l am with you evermore’?

Alleluia, bread of angels,

thou on earth our food, our stay;
alleluia, here the sinful

flee to thee from day to day:
Intercessor, Friend of sinners,
earth's Redeemer, plead for me,
where the songs of all the sinless
sweep across the crystal sea.

Alleluia, King eternal,

thee the Lord of lords we own;
alleluia, born of Mary,

earth thy footstool, heaven thy throne:
thou within the veil hast entered,
robed in flesh, our great High Priest;
thou on earth both Priest and Victim
in the eucharistic feast.
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The Preparation of the Table

Gracious God,

accept the offering of your Church,
the hearts of your people

joined in praise and thanksgiving,

in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord.
Amen.

The Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord be with you

and also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

All honour and praise be yours always and everywhere,
mighty creator, ever-living God,

through Jesus Christ your only Son our Lord:

for at this time we celebrate your glory

made present in our midst.

In the coming of the magi

the King of all the world was revealed to the nations.
In the waters of baptism

Jesus was revealed as the Christ,

the Saviour sent to redeem us.

In the water made wine

the new creation was revealed at the wedding feast.
Poverty was turned to riches, sorrow into joy.
Therefore with all the angels of heaven

we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name
and sing our joyful hymn of praise:
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Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,

and according to your holy will,

these gifts of bread and wine

may be to us the body and blood

of our Lord Jesus Christ;

who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you,
do this in remembrance of me.

In the same way, after supper

he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying:

Drink this, all of you;

this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins.

Do this, as often as you drink it,

in remembrance of me.

The deacon says

Great is the mystery of faith:

Christ has died:
Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.
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And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,
his perfect sacrifice made once

for the sins of the whole world;

rejoicing in his mighty resurrection

and glorious ascension,

and looking for his coming in glory,

we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,
we bring before you this bread and this cup

and we thank you for counting us worthy

to stand in your presence and serve you.

Send the Holy Spirit on your people

and gather into one in your kingdom

all who share this one bread and one cup,
so that we, in the company of all the saints,
may praise and glorify you for ever,
through Jesus Christ our Lord;

by whom, and with whom, and in whom,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,
for ever and ever.

Amen.

Silence is kept.

The Lord’s Prayer

Rejoicing in the presence of God here among us,
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
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Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours

now and for ever.

Amen.

The Breaking of Bread

We break the bread of life,

and that life is the light of the world.
God here among us,

light in the midst of us,

bring us to light and life.

Agnus Dei

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.

Invitation to Communion

Christ is the true bread which has come down from heaven.
Lord, give us this bread always.

All baptised Christians are welcome to receive communion. Communion will be
distributed from a single standing station.

If you would prefer a blessing, please keep your head bowed.
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Prayer after Communion

God of glory,

you nourish us with your Word

who is the bread of life:

fill us with your Holy Spirit

that through us the light of your glory

may shine in all the world.

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Almighty God,

we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood

of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you
our souls and bodies

to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out in the power of your Spirit
to live and work

to your praise and glory.
Amen.

The Notices
Stand

The Blessing

Christ the Son of God perfect in you

the image of his glory

and gladden your hearts

with the good news of his kingdom;

and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.
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Hymn

Guide me, O thou great Redeemer,
pilgrim through this barren land;

| am weak, but thou art mighty,
hold me with thy powerful hand:
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven,
feed me now and evermore,

feed me now and evermore.

Open now the crystal fountain,
whence the healing stream doth flow;
let the fiery cloudy pillar

lead me all my journey through:
Strong deliverer, strong deliverer,

be thou still my strength and shield,
be thou still my strength and shield.

When | tread the verge of Jordan,
bid my anxious fears subside;

death of death and hell's destruction,
land me safe on Canaan's side:

Songs and praises, songs and praises,
| will ever give to thee,

| will ever give to thee.

The Dismissal

The deacon says

Go in the peace of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England material from which is
included in this service, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council (2000)

The New Revised Standard Version of the Bible is copyright © 1989 by the Division of
Christian Education of the National Council of Churches in the USA. Used by permission.
All Rights Reserved.
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Hymns
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Bright the vision that delighted, by Richard Mant (1776-1848)
Dear Lord and Father of mankind, by John Greenleaf Whittier (1807-1892)
Alleluia sing to Jesus, by William Chatterton Dix (1837-1898) Public domain

Guide me O thou great Redeemer (Arglwydd arwain trwy’r anialwch), by William Williams
(1717-1791), translated by Peter Williams (1727-1796) Public

domain

You can support the work and ministry of St Botolph’s in many
ways. You can give or make a donation using this QR code.
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